























Joy and Adolescent Faith & Flourishing Program
Empowering Youth II:
Nurturing Joy and Flourishing in the Midst of Affliction ‘ﬂ

A three-year program of national conferences, foundational scholarship, publications, online learning
AR ALl  resources and curricular materials.
Summer 2017

Rev. Dr. Gregory Ellison & Georgette Ledgister on Fear - ,\W P G
Candler School of Theology

The Rev. Dr. Gregory C. Ellison, Il is Associate Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at
Emory’s Candler School of Theology. His teaching draws primarily from his work with the
organization he founded called Fearless Dialogues, a non-profit organization that creates
unique spaces for unlikely partners to have hard, heartfelt conversations on taboo subjects like
racism, classism, and community violence. Georgette Ledgister is a PhD Candidate in religion,
and social and theological ethics at Emory University.

Chap Clark & Sharon Ketcham on Family Instability - , W P G
Fuller Theological Seminary

Chapman “Chap” Clark is professor and chair of the Youth, Family, and Culture Department in the
School of Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary. He serves as the School of Theology's repre-
sentative on the executive board of the Fuller Youth Institute. Among the books he has authored,
coauthored, and edited are Adoptive Youth Ministry (forthcoming), Youth Ministry in the 21st
Century (2015), and more. Sharon Ketcham is Associate Professor of Theology and Christian
Ministries at Gordon College in Wenham, MA.

Dr. Nadja Reilly & Kate Hyde on Depression & Suicide - ,W P G
Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology

Dr. Nadja Reilly is a clinical psychologist specializing in children, adolescents, and families. Dr.
Reilly is the Associate Director of the Freedman Center for Child and Family Development at
William James College. Kate Hyde Katherine Hyde is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker special-
izing in mental health psychotherapy forchildren, adolescents, and families. She completed her
graduate work at the Brown School of SocialWork at Washington University in St. Louis, and

held a Clinical Fellowship at Boston Children'sHospital, a teaching hospital of the Harvard
Medical School.

Dr. Kate Ott & Lorien Carter on Sexual Dimensions - ,W P G
Drew University Theological School; Washington University in St. Louis

Dr. Kate Ott is Assistant Professor of Christian Social Ethics at Drew University Theological
School in Madison, NJ. She holds a doctorate in Christian Social Ethics from Union Theological
Seminary in the city of New York and a Masters of Arts in Religion from Yale Divinity School.

Lorien Carter is an associate professor of practice at the George Warren Brown School of Social
Work at Washington University in St. Louis.

Dr. Patrick B. Reyes on Violence - , W P G
Forum for Theological Exploration

Dr. Patrick B. Reyes is a Salinas, California raised Latin@ practical theologian, activist, writer, and popular educator.
He currently is the Director of Strategic Partnerships for Doctoral Initiatives at the Forum for Theological Explora-
tion. For the last 15 years his work with gang-affiliated, farmworker, and religious communities has focused on
compassion and spiritual based practices for healing. He is the author of the book, Nobody Cries When We Die:
God, Community, and Survival (2016). The work explores the role of narrative and trauma in vocational discernment.
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Allan Cole on Anxiety - June 2018

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Allan Cole is a Professor at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary and author of Be Not Anxious: Pastoral Care of
Disquieted Souls (2008), a book that draws on narrative approaches to theology and counseling to suggest how
pastoral caregivers may minister to anxious persons. Cole focuses both on cognitive-based methods of counseling

| and on common faith practices: church membership, frequent worship, prayer, Bible reading, service, and
confession, showing how these may provide relief from anxiety. By addressing the roles of both psychiatry and ministry
as co-liberators from anxiety, he leads the pastor and the faith community in helping disquieted souls find rest.

Joyce Mercer on Substance Abuse - June 2018

Virginia Theological Seminary

Joyce Ann Merecer is a scholar-researcher, teacher, writer, retreat leader, and professor of practical theology at Virginia
Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia. She is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA). Joyce
teaches courses in pastoral care, conflict transformation, theologies of childhood, feminist theology, youth ministry,
and practical theology. She is the author of Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood (2005), Lives to
Offer: Accompanying Youth on Their Vocational Quests (2007), and most recently, Girl Talk, God Talk: Why Faith
Matters to Teenage Girls—and Their Parents (2008). Joyce is a licensed clinical social worker with experience in
community-based health care and addictions.

Dr. Elizabeth Conde-Frazier & Rev. Ruben Ortiz on Poverty - June 2018
Eastern University

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Conde-Frazier is Academic Dean and Vice President of Education at Esperanza
College of Eastern University. Previously she was professor of religious education at the
Claremont School of Theology and taught Hispanic Latino/a theology at the Latin American Bible
Institute. Rev. Ruben Ortiz is Director of National Programs & the Executive Director of the Barrio
Youth Initiative at the non-profit organization, Esperanza.

James K. A. Smith & Kyle David Bennett on Idolatry - June 2018
Calvin College

James K. A. Smith is professor of philosophy at Calvin College, where he holds the Gary and
Henrietta Byker Chair in Applied Reformed Theology and Worldview. The author of a number of
influential books, Smith also regularly writes for the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times,
Slate, First Things, Christianity Today, Books & Culture, and The Hedgehog Review. He serves as
editor-in-chief of Comment magazine. Kyle David Bennett is Assistant Professor of Philosophy
and Director of the Spirituality and Leadership Institute at Caldwell University.

Dr. Lisa Miller on Spirituality - June 2018
Columbia University, Teachers College

Lisa Miller, Ph.D., is Professor of Psychology and Education at Columbia University, Teachers College and is
Founder of the Spirituality Mind Body Institute. Dr. Miller is a foremost scientist on spirituality across the lifespan.
Her innovative research has focused on quantifiable effects of spirituality in health, resilience and thriving, and an
overall sacred and joyful life. Her clinical and consultation work focuses on spiritual awareness and spiritual growth,
for individuals, families, groups and organizations. Dr. Miller is the author of: The Spiritual Child; The New Science
of Parenting for Health and Lifelong Thriving.
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